'Infected refers to the presence of at least one HBV marker.
MODE OF TRANSMISSION
Analysis of the data obtained for 88 infected and 97 non-infected home contacts in the 40 families studied K T Goh, J L Ding, E H Monteiro, and C J Oon infected member. As a large proportion of the acute cases had no obvious source of parenteral or non-parenteral exposure outside the household setting before they became ill, most of them must have acquired the infection from asymptomatic carriers within the same household.
The presence of a carrier in a family sets the stage for subsequent spread to other family members either perinatally or horizontally. The number of asymptomatic children in this study was too few to demonstrate perinatal transmission from HBs Ag carrier mothers (table 2). All the three infected children in this age group were HBe Ag positive. Only the mother of a 9-month-old infant was HBe Ag positive; the mother of a 2-year-old carrier had a past HBV infection (anti-HBs positive), while the mother of a 4-year-old child was an acute case.
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